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DATES TO 
REMEMBER 

Newcomers News 

Find us  
on the web:  

gtnewcomers.org 

 
NEXT MONTH�S PROGRAM 
 December 8 (pg. 2) 
   Holiday Dinner  
 
ART SAMPLER 
 November 8 
 
BOARD MEETING 
 November 6  
  
BOOK CLUB 
 November 7  
       
BRIDGE 
 Team - 1st Friday 
 Ladies  - 2nd Thurs. 
 Ladies  - 4th Thurs. 
 Mixed Party - TBD 
 
DINNER OUT 
 November 19 
 
EUCHRE 
 Group 1 - 2nd Wed. 
 Group 2 - 1st Thurs. 
 
GAMES 
 November 6 
 
OUT-TO-LUNCH BUNCH 
 November 15 
   
MEN�S BREAKFAST 
      November 8 
 
SINGLES 
 November 9  

 
 

 
             MONDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 7:00 PM 

   
                  A GENTLE, SERENE AUCTION FOR THE   

                                  DISCRIMINATING NEWCOMER 
 
             Please bring your donated items between 6:15 and 6:45.  
 
 
You've been to those loud, gaudy auctions that just set your nerves atwitter, I'm 
sure. We promise the Newcomers Auction on Monday Nov. 13 is not like that at 
all. The more discriminating mature gentleman and lady much prefer the serene 
auction which is what we're famous for: a nice gentle-"lookee here folks, this nice 
rare bit of sheet music, going once, twice, sold, and a real bargain there!" sort of 
easy-going southern flavor auction. 
 
This is the major fund raising effort of the club, and we need your help and 
your donations to pull this off!  Bring  scarves, books, jewelry, rare ancient 
coins, and rare items from crocheting grandmothers, ex-wives, and eccentric 
brothers and sisters.  Original oils (Dali or small Picassos) are okay too. Gift certifi-
cates from local businesses are always popular.  Dinners  in members� homes, 
cooking lessons, and boat rides sell well too. Use your imagination! 
 
The Silent Auction is serene as eager buyers saunter up at their leisure to eyeball 
the many rare and beautiful items being sold on a specially laid out table.  
 
The regular auction is naturally a little more upbeat than the silent auction, but the 
gentle presentation of "for sale" treasures are always in good taste and refinement 
by Gentleman Auctioneer Lee (Tonsils) Hosler.  
 

TRAVERSE CITY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
610 Woodmere Ave. 

 
6:00 - 7:00  Set-up 

 
7:00 - 7:30  Mingle, Silent Auction Bidding 

 
7:30 - 8:30 Not-So-Silent Auction 

 
8:30 - 8:45  Pay-up and Clean-up 

(Those spending liberally may be excused from putting their chairs away!) 
 

Questions?  Contact Brad Spencer, Co-VP 

DECEMBER PROGRAM�FRIDAY, DEC. 8 
See page 2 for details. 

NOVEMBER PROGRAM 
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If you were unable to attend the Kickoff Dinner at the 
Hagerty Center, you missed a really wonderful eve-
ning. We had 91 members in attendance and, after 
dinner, were given a very interesting tour of the  
Maritime Academy.  
 
If you haven't, as yet, been able to join an activity 
group(s) of your liking, it's never too late. Our activity group leaders are 
always anxious to hear from you. 
 
I'm looking forward to seeing all of you on November 13 at our auction 
at the Traverse City Public Library on Woodmere St.   Note that this 
year�s auction is being held on a Monday evening instead of our 
usual Tuesday evening program. Please be thinking of interesting 
items to donate. 

Matt Albert 

PRESIDENT�S NOTE 

Website 
George Kobernus 933-9321 
gkobernus@chartermi.net 

2006-2007 
Board of Directors 

President 
Matt Albert 941-4143 

mjalbert@chartermi.net 
 

Co-Vice Presidents 
Brad Spencer  941-5045 
bradleycs@earthlink.net 
Bud Dockter 932-2394 

nd231mi@aol.com 
 

Secretary 
Elaine Pentilla 334-4881 

erpentilla@aol.com 
 

Treasurer 
Joe Harris 223-9844 

grizharris@charter.net 
 

Activity Groups 
Susanne Bonner 932-0943 
susannebonner@aol.com 

 
Calling Committee 

Georgia Stoeber 938-5846 
tstoeber@bsamail.org 

 
City Hostess 

Sharon Finch  947-8403 
hsfinchtc@aol.com 

 
Directory Editor 

Lori Brickman 223-4584 
rlbrickman@pentel.net 

 
Helping Hands 

Marlene Steider 922-2183 
marlenesteider@msn.com 

 
Membership 

Karen Spencer 941-5045 
karenspencera2@earthlink.net 

 
Newsletter 

Jody Bennett 932-9249 
bennettjj@charter.net 

 
Public Relations 

Carole Groves 231-492-4567 
clgroves@yahoo.com  

 
Executive Assistant 

Elaine Novak  276-0361 
jenovak5000@aol.com 

 
Past Presidents 

Patti Custance 935-4805  
patticustance@yahoo.com 

Nancy Harris 223-9844 
grizharris@charter.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday, December 8, 6:30 PM 
 

Please join us for a fun-filled event that will be held at the  
Waterfront Conference Center, 2061 U.S. 31 North, Traverse City. 

Cash bar 6:30 �. Sit-down dinner 7:30 
Dinner selections (pick one): 

• fresh salmon served with cucumber dill sauce, or 
• roast pork loin topped with whiskey go-go sauce 

 
$27 per person.  Please send check (payable to Newcomers Club) 
by Monday, December 4, to: 

Elaine Novak 
4019 East Shore Drive 

Grawn, MI 49637 
Include notation of dinner selection. 

 
Special Note:  We encourage everyone to bring non-perishable food items (or checks) to donate to the 

Northwest Food Coalition.  
Let�s help those less fortunate during this joyous but needy time of year. 

SIGN UP NOW FOR THE   
DECEMBER PROGRAM: 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY DINNER DANCE 
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John & Nan Strickler (Mason, MI) 

Nick & Susan Hansen (Neenah, WI) 
Debra Cuputo-Caton (Littleton, CO) 

Clarice Montrey (Palms, MI) 
Mike Ennenga & Maura Boland  

(Sandpoint, ID) 
Ben & Diane LaBelle (Gurnee, IL) 
Howard & Pam Love (Canton, MI) 

Linda Morris (Jackson, MI) 

 
 
 
Occasionally I have  written about the history of various  
holidays. This month I was going to write about the his-
tory of the Newcomers Club. Much to my dismay, I dis-
covered that the Club has no written history collected in 
any place I was able to find. The Club webmaster told 
me that he knew of no such information. I know that 
Newcomers has been in existence under the present 
name (or maybe others) for at least forty years. 
 
I am requesting that members send me information 
about the history of the Newcomers Club, or the name 
of anyone else who could help.  
 
We usually know a little bit of our members� histories, 
but what about our Club�s?  In my opinion, every entity 
should know of its roots and past.   Please help me.  It 
would be fun to know more about our beginnings. 
 
Bob Luoma 
Staff Reporter 
rluoma@charter.net 

Please help recruit members! 
 

Know someone who has just moved to the 
area?  Contact Sharon Finch, City Hostess,  

with their names and she will do the rest.   
947-8403, hsfinchtc@aol.com 

 

Request For History 

 
 
 
 
For many Newcomers, volunteering has become a way of 
life. It turns out that this penchant is a treasure for the 
community and often a source of joy for the participant.  
 
We are searching for a number of Newcomer volunteers 
to volunteer to educate our membership about volunteer 
opportunities in this wonderful Grand Traverse region. 
 
The plan is to seek a group of speakers (for our April 
Newcomers program) who can tell us in 3-7 minutes 
about their exciting volunteer activities.   
 
We know that the Grand Traverse Newcomers Club 
members are especially smart and compassionate peo-
ple. Many of you have discovered interesting volunteer 
sidelights to your regular daily lives which you are happy 
to share with other people.  
 
If you have a volunteer activity that you are proud of, we  

 
 
 

 
would be interested in hearing about it. If you would be 
willing to submit a paragraph about your organization  
and your particular duties/experiences, we could select 
some members who are willing to speak about their  
organization at the April 2007 Newcomers program. 
 
Carrying this idea one step further, we will continue to 
include volunteer opportunities in the Newcomers news-
letter.  What better way to educate and promote volun-
teerism, and to become familiar with the community. 
 
If you are interested in either being part of the April pro-
gram or would like to submit a volunteer organization arti-
cle for future publication in the new Newcomers Newslet-
ter Volunteering Column, please submit a paragraph or 
two about your activity to:  
 

Brad Spencer, Co-Vice-President. 
bradleycs@earthlink.net 

Seeking Volunteer Speakers and Writers! 

DON�T MISS THIS!  
Lifelong Learning Campus Day for 50+ at the  NMC University Center    

Friday, November 10, 2006, 9:30 AM - 2:30 PM   
32 sessions (choose up to 3)          Sessions last 1 hr. 45 min.   

     Registration fee $15            Box lunch (optional) $7 
Call 995-1700 for schedule of offerings and details. 

New Member Corner 
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Wednesday, November 15,  1:00 PM 
 

Minerva's Restaurant, located in the Park Place Hotel, 
at 300 State Street, is our O.T.L. Bunch destination for 
November.  Please call Gloria Brown, 947-5318 or email 
gbrown14@charter.net for reservations by Wednesday, 
November 8th.  

Activity groups: A list of the groups and this year�s chairs is on page 3 of the September issue.  If you don�t have 
a copy of it, look for it on the web. Please contact the chairs if you have any questions about their activities. 
 
I would like to thank our group leaders; without them we would not have the variety of groups that the Newcomers 
Club offers.   If you have ideas for new groups or questions, please let me know. 
 

Susanne Bonner     932-0943      susannebonner@aol.com 

ACTIVITY GROUP NEWS  

 

Wednesday, November 8, 9:00 AM 
 
The Men�s Breakfast meets at the Omelette Shoppe 
next to the Wild Birds Unlimited store in Campus Plaza 
the second Wednesday of every month at  9:00 a.m. 
Reservations are not  required; just show up.   
Questions?  Call George Kobernus, 933-9321. 

 
 
Tuesday, November 7, 10:00 AM 

 
Please join the Newcomers Book Club discussion group 
that meets in the lower level of Horizon Books. 
 
The group is lively and entertaining, and I am sure you 
will enjoy the discussion. If you are new and like to read, 
come and get a feel for the book group. 
     
This month's selection is Color Tour by local author 
Aaron Stander.  This is Aaron's second mystery thriller 
set in Northern Michigan and Leelanau County.  
 
If you are already into scheduling December's calendar, 
our book is Interpreter of Maladies by Jhumpa  
Lahiri. Lahiri is considered one of the best short story 
writers working in America today. This collection is a 
poignant and intriguing look at the dual lives of Indians 
making a place for themselves in modern America. 
 
If you have questions, please contact Letha Cairns at 
271-6831 or gcairns@chartermi.net.  

 
 

Sunday, November 19, 5:00 PM 
 
Minerva's Restaurant, located in the Park Place Hotel, 
at 300 State Street, is the destination.  Please RSVP to 
Constance Kilbride, 649-4888, by Sunday, Nov. 12.  
(Later reservations are not turned away, but the restau-
rant needs an approx. number.) 

 
 

 
Thursday, November 9th, 5:00 PM  

  
Windows Restaurant, Early Bird.  Mark the date now!   
Join Us for dinner out, great food and conversation 
Please R. S. V. P. to Joanne Davis by Friday, Nov.  
3rd at 922-9672 or jdavis4798@aol.com.  Watch for our 
tentative schedule for the year in the next newsletter! 

 
 
 
Call Laurie or Mark Kupferer, 231-256-8892, if you�re 
interested. See the September newsletter (online or 
hard copy) for a description of this activity.  The sched-
ule is set but substitutes are welcome.  The 2006-2007 
schedule has been emailed to current participants. 

BOOK CLUB MEN�S BREAKFAST 

OUT-TO-LUNCH BUNCH 

DINNER OUT 

SINGLES 

DINNER FOR 8 
 

Think snow!  Cross-country skiing and snowshoeing 
will probably not begin before January. A list of loca-
tions, times, etc. will be published in next month�s news-
letter. We will try to go twice a month. If anyone has  
favorite places, let Joe Harris know at 223-9844 or 
grizharris@charter.net. Contact Joe if you would like to 
be on his e-mail list.  

SNOWSHOE & X-CTRY SKI 
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BRIDGE: 
NEW!!! Mixed Party Bridge:  All levels welcome.   No 
need for  a partner.  Different host each month. Contact    
RICHARDRBODETTE@cs.com  or  271-7524. for Nov. 
details. 7:00 PM.    
 
Team (1st Friday):Tom or Georgia Stoeber, 938-5846, 
tstoeber@bsamail.org., 7:00 p.m., Cedar Creek Commons 
off of Cherry Bend Road. 
 
Ladies (2nd Thursday):  Nancy Ravas, 932-1747, Scott�s 
Harbor Grill, 11:30 a.m.  Players at all levels are welcome. 
 
Ladies (4th Thursday):  Gail Hoffman, 946-1126, Res-
taurant 310, 11:30 a.m.  Participants play as individuals. 
 
 
EUCHRE: 
Group #1:  2nd Wednesday of the Month 
Group Leaders:  Mike and Karen Coquillard 932-9883 
 
Group #2:  1st Thursday of the Month 
Group Leaders:  Patti and Tom Custance  935-4805 
 
If you are interested in playing Euchre and/or being a 
group leader, contact Karen Coquillard at 932-9883.   
 
Nan and John Strickler are leading and forming Group #3.  
Group #3 is a couple's euchre group tentatively planning 
on playing the last Thursday of the month.  If you are a 
couple (you do not have to be married, but you need to be 
a set of two) and are interested, call Karen Coquillard at 
932-9883.  For those of you who go away in the winter, 
you can still join, as long as you are committed to the 
group when you are here.  Subs are available to fill in for 
you. 

 
 
 

Wednesday, November 8, 1:00 PM 
 
ART SAMPLER will be going to the Dennos Museum 
for a private guided tour of the current exhibit which is: 
  

BLAST FROM THE PAST: ART FROM THE 1960s. 
 
We will meet at the museum, the cost is $4.00 per per-
son, paid at the door   The tour will last one hour and 
the docent will be pleased to continue with anyone from 
the group that would like to learn more about the other 
exhibits at Dennos. 
 
Please let me know if you will be attending by Monday, 
November 6 by 12:00 noon.   Call me at 932-0943 or  
email me at susannebonner@aol.com.  I hope you can 
make it. 

 
The position of chairperson for the ART SAMPLER 
GROUP is available, please contact me if you are 
interested or have any questions.  This is a fun, 

interesting and informative group.  Susanne  
Bonner, 932-0943, susannebonner@aol.com. 

 
 

Saturday, November 11, 1:00 AM 

Lone Pine Trail 

Walk the Lone Pine Trail, part of the Grand Traverse 
Conservation District. A leisurely walk will take us along 
the Boardman River to Keystone Rapids.  Bring your 
cameras & binoculars. You�ll find poison ivy on the side 
of the trails, some stairs, and wood chips. RSVP so 
that I�ll have your number in case of cancellation. 
Lunch at a local restaurant after if you have time.  
Carole Groves, 231-492-4567.  
 
Directions: Look for the Art Van store on Airport Road. 
To the north is Park Dr. in front of Art Van. To the 
south,  it is Keystone, which you want. Turn onto Key-
stone and go about 3.5 miles. On your right, near the 
front of the property is a large sign designating The 
Lone Pine Trail. (I pass by it and have to turn around 
because the sign seems hidden by trees.)   

 
 

 
Monday, November 6, 7:00 PM 

 
What games?  Open a new or favorite board game. Roll 
the dice. Shuffle the cards. First Monday of the month. 
7:00 p.m. Mixed group, come as a single or as a pair.  De-
pending on group size, one or more games can be played.  
Size limited to 12-16 people. We'll talk about what you 
want to do that night.  Bring your favorite game idea. 
Would you teach a game you've enjoyed?    
 
Call for more information: Carole Groves, 231-492-4567. 

JOIN IN THE GAMES 

CARDS 

A WALK IN THE WOODS 

ART SAMPLER 

             HAPPY 
     THANKSGIVING! 
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Newcomer Fun a

 
Please send news,  

articles, photos,  
letters, or ads to the  
newsletter editor at  

bennettjj@charter.net or  
932-9249 (ph or fax).   

The deadline  
for the December  

newsletter is  
November 15. 

 

Pam and Bill Evans 

Rose and Bill Neibauer 

Carolyn and Mark Smith 

Susan and Ed Canright 

Keith McCormick 
and Dick Hayes 
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at the Kickoff Dinner 

Dan Briggs  
and  

Joe Harris 

Alfred Sams 
and 

Dandan Zhu 

Doug and Shirley Gembis 

Bette Schaeffer,  
Joanne Davis, Ann Skory 

Lois Goldstein and  
John Heiam 

Susan and  
Nick Hansen 

Nan and John Strickler 



P atronize our 
sponsors 

 
Allstate Insurance 
     Mike Cox Agency, Kalkaska 
     258-3252, 866-344-3252 ( free) 
Ameriprise Financial 
     William Lee, 935-1457, x19 
     3337 S. Airport Rd. W., #4, TC 
Associates in Family Dentistry 
     Joseph M. Stayman, D.D.S.  
     4020 W. Royal Dr., TC   
     946-9644 
Auntie Pasta�s Restaurant 
     2030 S. Airport Rd. , TC 
     (Logan�s Landing) 941-8147 
R. W. Baird & Co. Investments 
     1001 Bay St. , TC, 933-6050 
Banfield Pet Hospital 
     2544 Crossing Circle (next to   
     Pet Smart), TC  922-9844 
BATA- Public Transportation 
     3233 Cass Rd., TC  941-2324 
Bellisimo Travel Services 
     Priscilla, 946-4313, TC 
     13685 SW Bayshore, Ste. 114 
Bob�s Furnace Svs. 
     2282 Cass Rd. , TC    941-4064 
Castle Carpet Care (& Upholstery) 
     2801 Castle Dr., Interlochen.,  
     276-2118 
Century 21 Northland 
     Julia Lilley, 929-7900 ext. 13 or 
     231-534-4600 (cell) 
     3337 S. Airport Rd., Ste. 2, TC 
 
 

 
Chase Bank 
     Bryan , 922-2515 or  
     Jessica, 922-2499 
      995 S. Airport Rd., TC 
Climatron Htg. & Air Cond. 
     946-9650 
     3055 Cass Rd., Ste. 108, TC 
Companion Animal Hospital 
     1885 Chartwell Dr, TC  
      935-1511 
The Copy Shop - Printers 
     514 E. Front St. 947-2080 
     525W. 14th St.  941-9160 
The Dance Center 
     225 E. 14th St.  TC 947-6820 
Dave�s Garage 
     Foreign & Domestic 
     911 Hastings, TC  933-0215 
Ecowater Systems of TC 
     1-800-599-0311 or 
     ecowater.com 
Edward Jones Investments 
     Briant Sikorski, 947-3032 
     12930 So. West Bay Shore, TC 
Epiphany Hair Salon 
     518 E Front St., TC  933-8010 
     3779 M-72, Acme, 933-8010  
Exit Realty/Paramount  
     Brian Hagerty, 946-4404, 
     cell 645-8185 
     313 E. Front St  #104, TC 
Gaudette & Co CPA's 
     1107 East 8th St. 946-8930 
Goodyear Auto Service Center 
     436 W. Front St.  922-2600 
G.T. Ophthalmology Clinic, PC 
      929 Business Park Dr., TC        
      947-6246 

 
G.T. Pavilions 
     1000 Pavilion Cr. , TC   
      932-3000 
Grand Traverse Resort & Spa 
      231-534-6750, 1-888-437-2772 
In-Dul-Gence Salon 
     Linda Morris 357-3601 
     407 S. Union St., TC 
Kids Creek Children's Clinic 
     5024 North Royal , TC  
     935-0555 
Legacy Financial Svcs.  
     Kelly Rowe 933-0631  
     13919 S.W.Bay Shore Dr., TC 
Main Dish 
     Cherryland Center,  
     (near Sears), TC    935-4635 
Mary Kay Cosmetics 
     Pat Westbrook   929-1830 
Master Craft Cabinets/Grawn 
     276-0292 
     www.mccwoodworking.com 
Northwestern Michigan College 
     1701 E. Front St., TC 995-1000 
Oakwood Veterinary Hospital 
     924 Hastings, TC  941-7241 
Oleson's Food Stores 
     New store: Hammond Rd./3 Mi. 
     3850 N. Long Lake Rd.  
     947-6510 
Old Towne Optical 
     Dr. Jeffrey Pulk, 946-0333 
     515 S. Union, TC   
Omelette Shoppe 
     1209 E. Front St. ,TC 
     124 Cass St., TC 
 
 

 
Oryana Nat. Foods Coop Mkt. 
     260 East Tenth, TC 
Pizza Hut 
     3030 US 31 South, TC    
     947-2077 
Rainbow Book Store 
     (Christian Resource Center) 
     1235 S. Airport Rd., TC   
     946-8800 
Reynolds-Jonkhoff  
Funeral Home 
     305 6th St., TC  947-6347 
Schelde's Restaurants  
     Traverse City: Schelde�s Grille, 
     Travino, Freshwater Lodge  
State Farm Insurance 
     Mark Newhouse 
     933-5400 
Stephen Gallager CPA 
     922-8995 
     4020 Copperview, Ste. 104, TC 
Stone Mountain Carpets 
     Charlie Stiehl  
     800-786-6333 
Traverse City Record Eagle 
Newspaper 
     946-2000 
Wells-Fargo Investments 
     Eric Braund,  
     946-8708, 800-771-1226 
     13919 S.W. Bayshore Dr., TC 
Wooden Gallery 
     116 E. Front St., TC 941-0823 
V 2 K Window Decor & More 
     Max Binkley, 937-1700 
            
 

Quick Tip! If you change your email address please notify us at kspencera2@earthlink.net. 
Email is the best way to get information to members between publications of the Newcomer News.         

The Newcomers Club of Grand Traverse 
C/O Karen Spencer - Membership 
8165 S. Bingham Ridge Dr. 
Traverse City, MI 49684 
kspencera2@earthlink.net 

 
 


